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Shop Hops coasters, for a sports fan — or maybe for
Show and Tell yourself? There are plenty of “official” fabrics
RO Erelliemgs available, but using the team’s colors for a
Workshops 10 &1 .

pattern of your choosing can be a lot of fun
too!

Whether you are a sports fan or just know
others that are, we can all enjoy this beautiful
fall weather. The cooler temperatures always
put me in the mood to sew and think cozy
thoughts of all the quilts to come.

Connie Stevenson

Becky Weiland winner 2025 Pennsylvania
National Quilt Extravaganza

Time to Renew Your Membership

It's time to pay your membership dues. Jean Corday (Membership
Chairperson) will collect your dues at the October meeting. Please bring
$35.00, check or cash. If you can't be there in person, please send your check
(made payable to Valley Forge Homestead Quilters) to Jean Corday (see
directorv for mailina address).
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Happy Birthday

October

2

Marcy Mancini

7 Dara Dinner

7 Kayleigh Graff

18  Karen Glasthal

21  Patty Tillman

30  Christine Capece
November

8 Mary Pat Smith
13 Sandy Darlington
19  Joan Markowitz
21  Sheila Brassington
25  Francine Mellott
29

Linda Mitchell with past President’s Quilt

Sharon Berry

Programs
October Program

Eleanor Levie is a quilter from Philadelphia. From 1978
until 2012, she authored, edited, and produced books
such as: Quilt Blocks Go Wild! Unforgettable TOTE
BAGS, Skinny Quilts & Table Runners I and II. All feature
Elly’s original designs but also those by famous quilters
you know and love. Elly produced the Rodale’s Successful
Quilting  Library  series, authored Great  Little
Quilts, Country Living's Country Quilts. American
Quiltmaking: 1970-2000is her history book, chock full of
pictures of iconic quilts and the stories behind them.
Many of her quilts have been juried in exhibitions
through SAQA (Studio Art Quilt Associates) and others.
She continues to teach and lecture about her quilting. On
October 21, 2025, Elly will share her love of quilting with
us through her lecture: 12 Ways to Rock Your Quilts.

November Program

Feeling overwhelmed by your UFOs? This month’s
speaker, Rebecca Fenstermaker of Sugar and Sand Quilt
Company in New Jersey, may have the solution you've
been hoping for. If you have a collection of Unfinished
Objects in your own personal Area 51, this lecture will
inspire you to think through the whys, whats, and hows
of getting those UFOs organized and finished. Becca
walks you through the UFO Prevention Toolkit, which
includes her own UFO decision-making flowchart and a
project organizer to keep track of every step of your
quilt's journey.

Zita Mactk

Refreshments for Oct. 21" Meeting

Sweet Savory
Christina Fink Joan Berdich Rita Mack
Gail Forster Barbara Hughes Laura Ocker
Donna Raymond Linda Jarosz Carol Olinick
Beckv Weiland
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Guild Meeting Minutes - Sept. 16, 2025

Welcome: Connie Stevenson welcomed members in person and on Zoom, including one new member.
Announcements: -Connie Stevenson thanked the outgoing Board members and welcomed the
incoming 2025-2027 Board members.

-A quilt was presented to outgoing Board President Linda Mitchell, which contained signatures and
messages from members.

-Jean Corday announced that membership dues are due by October. If anyone needs a new nametag,
please let her know.

-Connie Stevenson reminded the members that we have several Bees each month including the 15t
Tuesday Evening Bee, the 15t Saturday Sew Along, the 2" Tuesday Afternoon Bee, the 4™ Thursday
Evening Bee, and the 5™ Tuesday Northern Bee. There is also a Zoom Comfort Quilt workshop on the
2" Saturday of each month.

-Becky Weiland shared her award-winning quilt which won the Bernina Award for Best Sewing Machine
Workmanship at the 2025 Pennsylvania National Quilt Extravaganza.

Comfort/Fidget Quilts: Maxine Close announced that 24 comfort quilts were turned in during August,
making for a total of 163 so far this year. She also thanked Joan Gunder for sending a donation. The
next Comfort Quilt workshop will be in-person on Saturday, October 18, 2025.

Comfort Quilt Drawing: Joann Kirschenmann won the drawing this month.

Workshops: -The Friendship Tea and UFO workshop will be held on September 20, 2025. A Sign-up
Genius email will be sent.

-The next in-person Comfort Quilt workshop will be held on October 18, 2025, and will be combined
with the annual AccuQuilt Workshop. Cathy Fennell shared several examples of items you can make
using different AccuQuilt dies.

-If anyone has an idea for a workshop, a technique you'd like to learn, or if you would like to teach a
workshop, please contact Anita Bennett or Linda Juzbasich.

50/50 Drawing: Tracy Klinger won the drawing this month.

Door Prizes: Gail Forster and Marcy Mancini won the door prizes this month.

Row of Every Other Month: Members completed and shared their 5" row this month. Please complete
and bring your completed 6" row, attached to the first five rows, to the November meeting. Finished
quilts will be presented at the December meeting. Fran Amore won the drawing this month.

UFO Challenge: Cathy Fennell reminded everyone of the 2026 UFO Challenge where members can
complete quilts in preparation for our Quilt Show next fall. For the October meeting, please complete
#12 from your list.

Program: The meeting this month included the 2025 Initials Challenge. This year, there were 18
participants. Voting was completed via secret ballot during the refreshments break. Before the results
were presented, each member spoke about their quilt. The results: 15t place: Janet Gaboury, 2"
place(tie): Jen Fillman and Linda Juzbasich, 3@ place: Deb Graves. Dawn Heefner presented the 2026
Challenge: "Oh My Stars.” Please see the Newsletter for additional information.

Show and Tell: Show and tell followed

October meeting: The speaker at the October meeting will be Eleanor Levie, and “12 Ways to Rock
Your Quilts."”.

The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Jen Fllnan for Rayleigh Grafy
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Newsletter Deadline Update

Note — the deadline for submission to the guild newsletter has changed. It
now is the 23 of each month.
Judy Swnooks

The American Birthday Quilt Opportunity

Deb Bianco and Linda Jarosz found this possibility for anyone who would like to
contribute a block to the Great American Birthday Quilt. The deadline is around the
corner, but it would be a great chance to be a part in the making of this quilt celebrating
America. It will be on display in the Colonial Williamsburg Visitor Center. This website
gives a wealth of information. https://www.visitwilliamsburg.com/blog/post/making-
my-quilt-block-for-the-great-american-birthday-quilt/

Charity Efforts

Our goal in Comfort Quilts is to bring comfort to those who receive them.

Thank you, Joan Gunder, for the donation to Comfort Quilts in appreciation for all the work our
committee does.
At the September 16 meeting there were 31 quilts brought in making a total of 194 for the
year! They were distributed as follows:
Einstein NICU -9, St. Christopher's9, VA-7, Paoli-6

Every second Saturday of the month Comfort Quilts is on Zoom. Our next one is Saturday, October
11 starting at 9:30. We do have many different discussions, and we usually learn something new. Even
if you can only come on for a couple of hours, please join us.

The in-person Comfort Quilt Workshop is Saturday, October 18 starting at 9:30. Lunch is provided
by our committee. If you wish not to bring your sewing machine, surgical dolls will be available to
stuff. Kits are ready for you to pick up and start sewing, prepared by our committee. I bring bins of
backing for you to choose from along with batting. You are more than welcome to use your own
pattern and material if you wish.

Any questions, please let me know,

axine (lose
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:

Jean Hayden
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Quilt Shows

October

Crazy About Quilting Celebration — October 4, 2025. Presented by the Crazy Quilters Quilt Guild at
Calvary Baptist Church 4601 Tilghman Street, Allentown, PA. For more info visit
https://www.crazyquilters.org/.

QuiltFest Virtual Schoolhouse #12 - October 15-18, 2025. Our twelfth QuiltFest Virtual Schoolhouse
will take place, ONLINE. Mancuso Show Management is no stranger to online quilting and textile arts
seminars. We've learned that many students enjoy learning new and exciting techniques from the comfort
of their homes. The great strength of this platform is that both instructors and students do not have any
country borders or cultural barriers to their participation from around the world. Put on the tea, get
comfortable in your PJs and slippers, and join us for another in the Virtual Schoolhouse series. For more
info visit https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/quiltfest-virtual-schoolhouse-12 and
the workshop catalog.

Sew Many Colors Fall Festival of Quilts - October 17-19, 2025. Presented by Undercovers Quilters at
Brookhaven Municipal Building, 2 Cambridge Road, Brookhaven, PA. For more info go to
https://undercoverquilters.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Quilt-Show-Insert-for-Website.2-
PDFcopy.pdf.

Harvest of Quilts — October 25-26, 2025. Presented by Evening Star Quilters Guild of Belvidere, NJ at the
Belvidere  High  School, 809 Oxford St, Belvidere, NJ. For more info visit
https://www.esgg.com/index.shtml.

November

Celebration of Quilts 2025 - November 7 — 8, 2025. Presented by the Brownstone Quilters Guild at Eric
S. Smith Middleschool, 2 Monroe St., Ramsey, NJ. For more info visit https://brownstonequilters.com/.
Quilting on the Line- November 14-15, 2025. Presented by Quilting on the Line at the Jarrettsville
Volunteer Fire Company’s “Jarrettsville Gardens”, 3825 Federal Hill Rd., Jarrettsville, MD. For more info
visit https://quiltingontheline.com/quilt-show-2025/.

Check out the Quilt Show page on our website for upcoming local and national shows.

Shop Hops
All New England Shop Hop in CT, ME, MA, NH, RL, VT from 9/1/2025 - 10/31/2054. For more info go to
https://allnewenglandshophop.com/. See the list of shops at https://allnewenglandshophop.com/stores/.
Mystery Harvest Quilt Shop Hop OH, KY, WV from 10/1/2025 - 10/4/2025. For more info go to
https://www.facebook.com/mysteryharvest/.
Country Roads Shop Hop in southwestern PA: Grantsville, MD Mount Pleasant, PA - Uniontown, PA -
Bedford, PA - Johnstown, PA - Ebensburg, PA - New Enterprise, PA - Meyersdale, PA from 10/13/2025 -
10/18/2025. For more info go to https://countryroadsshophop.com/.
21st Eastern PA Shop Hop Berks, Carbon, Chester, Lycoming, Luzerne, Monroe, Montgomery counties
from 10/24/2025 - 11/8/2025. For more info go to https://www.facebook.com/EasternPAShopHop. See
the Details about the Shop Hop at https://www.facebook.com/EasternPAShopHop/about details.
Ohio Amish Country Quilt Shop Hop from 10/27/2025 - 11/01/2025. For more info go to
https://www.facebook.com/ACQSH/.
NJ Shop Hop No Shop Hop in 2025.

Cathy Radeliffe
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A Reflection by Barbara Hughes

Recently I read a book by Nicole Nehrig titled With Her Own Hand. I was hoping
based on the description that the book would spend more time on quilt related things
than it did but I did find parts of it interesting. I read about 2/3 of the book and then
just browsed through the rest of it. It seemed to me that the author, in spite of being a
self-described passionate knitter, mostly used examples from embroidery to make her
points.

What I got from the book however reinforced my ideas about why one might want
to be in a quilt guild and what specifically I get from Valley Forge Homestead Quilters.
It was reinforced by remarks made by our outgoing President, Linda Mitchell, at our
September meeting.

Having quilting in common brings us together and as a result we make wonderful
new friends. The shared interest in quilting gives an immediate sense of belonging or
friendship. Making quilts gives us common ground on which to meet. When we have
difficulty with a project or a question, we can get help or advice from these friends that
quite frequently allows us to move on with our projects. If no helpful advice comes at
least there is commiseration about the difficulty. For me at least, that encourages me to
keep working to find a solution.

Another aspect of the guild is that we all work together on projects. We make
comfort quilts, surgery dolls, dignity bibs and fidget quilts to be shared with those in
need of them. Some of us make kits to be used by others to make tops. Some of us
finish up the quilt top that have been made. Sometimes we do the whole thing from
start to finish but whatever each person contributes it works for the greater good and
the working together on these projects also helps deepen the friendships more quickly.

I can’t say that I would recommend this book, but it did bring into focus some of my
thoughts about what quilting and membership in this guild mean to me. I belonged to
another guild in the past and there were not as many activities and joint projects, and I
did not make the friends there that I have made here. Ibelieve that the working together
is an important part of the difference.

Please bring finished #12 to October Meeting.

Catly Feancl
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Row of Every Other Month - 2025

The sixth row is due at the November meeting, and your completely finished
quilt will be revealed at the Holiday Party in December. Any questions, please
contact Cathy Fennell.

| AL 4
Marcy Mancini and Ruth Heslin

Meg

an

han Heslin
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Stars are one of the oldest quilt blocks. In fact, there are four 8-pointed stars in the
corners of a border on Martha Washington's “Penn’s Treaty” quilt, the only quilt known
to be made completely by her. Its’ center panel depicts William Penn’s treaty with Native
Americans.

Let's celebrate the nation’s 250th birthday by celebrating stars with our quilts and
quilted objects!

Stars can have any number of points and be of any size

Whether pieced, appliqued, thread-painted, or in the quilting itself, make your
stars recognizable and visible

Maximum of 40 inches on a side for quilts

No color requirement — Red, white, and blue not necessary

If a pattern is used, please note that in your statement when we do reveals in
September 2026

It should make a great exhibit for our show next year! Any questions or info needed,
please email or call me (see directory).

Dawn Feejuner

2025 "Initials” Challenge W
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2nd Place (tie) Jen Fillman

2d Place (tie) Linda Juzbasich 3rd Place Deb Graves
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You have a wonderful, creative opportunity to use the guild’'s Studio dies and the Go! and Go Big!
dies members will bring in for you to use. You can look for what Studio dies are available on our website,
www.valleyforgequilterscom, click on RESOURCES, click on AccuQuilt on the left. Members are bringing
many dies that you can use for applique. If you want to use these, bring your fabric with fusible already
ironed on. These dies include autumn leaves, snowflakes, mini-Christmas stocking, pig, cow, chicken,
bird house, and a holiday medley (tree, holly, snowflakes). There will be a teapot, teacup, and a gnome
that can also be an ornament. There will be bowl cozy dies and a new die, a can cozy. Warning: All
fabrics, thread and batting should be 100% cotton if cozy will be used in a microwave. Using material
with other fibers can cause a fire in your microwave during use. Check labels carefully. There are specific
brands of batting designed for this use also. The can cozy uses an insulated batting; some pieces of
this batting will be available at the workshop. You can make a baby bib with two fabrics and optional
batting. When you go on the AccuQuilt web site, (www.accuquilt.com ), you can get an idea of sizes to
help figure out how much fabric is needed. Allow a good %" around the die in your figuring. Look at all
the ways you can use the jar die that will be available. We hope you will be inspired to make things for
yourself or for gifts.

DIE PIECES TO SEW TOGETHER

Baby Bib - 8" W x 12 ¥2" W finished: Fabric 1 -3% yard; Fabric 2 - 34 yard; one can use 34 yard of batting
between the cotton layers or terry cloth for fabric 2; or instead of batting use fusible fleece fused to fabric 1; or
one can add a layer of water repellent fabric (Cathy will bring this to the workshop if members would like to try
a bib with it).

Small Bowl Cozy - 6 34" W x 2 ¥2" L x 6 %" H Finished: to make one needs two 10" squares and a 10" square
of 100% cotton batting. Do not use insulated batting as it contains metal. Anything other than 100% cotton can
catch fire in the microwave.

Large Bowl Cozy — 8W x 3 ¥%2H x 8H finished — needs two 11" fabric squares and a 11" square of 100% cotton
batting (same directions)

Can Cozy -5 %" x 10 Y4" cut - 2 34" W, 2 %" L x 3 %" H finished - one 6 ¥4" x 11 %" rectangle of insulated
batting and two pieces of fabric.

APPLIQUE DIES - place fusible web on back side of fabric before cutting from the die.
Bird & Birdhouse - 5 ¥2" x 6" finished - has eight shapes
Farm Animals Medley - Cow 6 %" x 4" finished; Pig 4" x2 34" finished; Chicken 2" x 2 3" finished
Gnome - 2 34" x 6" finished - uses five colors: hat, nose, beard, outfit, shoes
Holiday Medley - Berries %2" finished; Holly Leaf 2x3 %" finished; Snowflake 5”; and Tree 5" finished
Mini Stocking - 4" x 5 34" finished - has four pieces: cuff, stocking body, toe and heel
Shamrock - 4 34" x 4 34" finished
Teacup and Saucer - Cup 4" x 2 ¥2" finished; Saucer 3 34" x1 %" finished
Tea Party - Tea Pot 7%2x4%" finished; Tea Pot Lid 3x134"; Tea Bag 1%x2%"; Tea Bag Label 3&x34" finished
Jar — makes 8" block
Maple leaf — 4 x 4 ¥% finished, also smaller one
Oak — 3 ¥2 x 5 ¥ finished — also smaller one
Snowflake — 3 ¥2 x 4 ¥ finished
Tumbler — 6 ¥2 x 6 ¥ finished
Umbrella 8 3% x 9 V2 (umbrella, handle, accent section of umbrella)
Pumpkins 3 ¥ x 4 ¥2; 3 ¥2 x 3 ¥2; 2 x 3 finished
Chick 3 Y2 x4 V2
Bunny 4 ¥2 x 3 %2 Sheep 5 ¥ x 3 % - two colors - one for wool, other for ear, nose and legs
Dinosaurs - Tyrannosaurus 5% x 3%2; Stegosaurus 53 x 2%2. Brachiosaurus 7% x5; eye circle ¥4"

10
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Saturday Sew Along Zoom Comfort Quilt Workshops

Date: Oct. 4, 2025 Date.: Saturday, Oct. 11, 2025
Time: 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM Time. Begins at 9:30 AM
Place: your home via Zoom Place: your home via Zoom
Project: one of your own choosing
Workshops
AccuQuilt Saturday and Comfort Quilts with Maxine Close, Linda Mitchell, and
Connie Stevenson

Date: Saturday, October 18, 2025

Time: 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM

Place: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, King of Prussia, PA

Price. No charge

Project:Learn about and use the AccuQuilt Go and Studio as well as many dies (see
Page 10).

Additionally, please contact Maxine if you need a kit, backing and/or batting.
Fidget quilt kits will also be available.

Lunch: Yummy lunch provided by the Comfort Quilt Committee.

11
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Bees, , Bees!

(A Zoom link will be sent out before each bee.) Mark your calendar!
Evening Bee Afternoon Bee Evening Bee Northern Bee
15t Tuesday Zoom 2" Tuesday Zoom 4th Thursday 5t Tuesday Zoom
7:00 - 9:00 PM 12:30 - 3:30 PM 6:00 - 8:30 PM 6:30 - 9:30 PM
Coordinator — Coordinator - Fairview Church, Coordinator -
Deb Graves Jean Hayden Germantown Pike, Barbara Hughes

Fairview Village, PA
Coordinator - Ruth Heslin
October 7 October 14 October 23 December 30

Sunday | Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
Zoom
Saturday Sew
Along
9:30 - 4:00 PM
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Zoom Zoom
Evening Bee Comfort Quilt
7:00 - 9:00 PM Workshop
9:30 - 4:00 PM
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Zoom AccuQuilt &
Afternoon Bee Comfort Quilt
12:30 - 3:30 PM Workshop
9:30 - 3:00 PM
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Guild Meeting Evening Bee
7:00 PM 6:00 — 8:30 PM
Fairview Church
26 27 28 29 30 31
Happy
Halloween!

12
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Valley Forge Homestead
Quilt Guild

PO Box 62463
King of Prussia, PA 19406

ValleyForgeQuilters@gmail.com

www.valleyforgeaquilters.org

VFHO on Facebook

Monthly Guild Meetings are held on
the Third Tuesday of every month at
7:.00 P.M. at the Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in King of Prussia,
PA

Newsletter Submissions
Send to: Judy Snook
Information for the next newsletter
must be received by the 23 of the
month.

Board of Directors
President

Vice President
Treasurer

Secretary
Membership
Programs
Newsletter Editor

Connie Stevenson
April Hostler
Babette Sutherland
Kayleigh Graff
Jean Corday

Deb Bianco

Judy Snook

Guild Committees and Resources

50:50

AccuQuilt Die Cutter

Bees: Afternoon
Evening
Northern
Thurs Evening

Challenge

Comfort Quilts

Facebook

Historian

Hospitality

Hostess

Library

Member Comfort

Newsletter Publisher
Quilt Show

Refreshments
Retreat/Fall
Retreat/Spring
Set-up
Sunshine
Webmaster
Workshops

Zoom/Technology

Kathie Haney
Lisa Lombardo
Jean Hayden
Deb Graves
Barbara Hughes
Ruth Heslin
Dawn Heefner
Maxine Close
Deb Graves
April Hostler
Jen Fillman
Laura Chaplar
Ruth Heslin
Rosemary Geisler
& Judy Snook
Janet Gaboury
Cathy Fennell &
Deb Graves
Charlene Hagerty
Venessa Garst
Barbara Hughes
Cathy Fennell
Joan Shaw
Cathy Radcliffe
Anita Bennett &
Linda Juzbasich

Deb Graves
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