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President's Corner

As [ write this, our nor'easter has just
passed. The chilly, windy, rainy weather sure
put me in the mood for soup! Because we
lived in the desert for so many years, I just
love southwestern-style food, and so I made
green chile stew. It reminded me of a
pattern I have where each block is a different
New Mexican dish — and the designer even
included the recipes!

Have you made a food-themed quilt? I've
seen patterns that include fruits and
vegetables or finished items like pies. A
"pantry shelf” quilt showing a row of mason
jars, with each one using a food-print fabric,
would be cute! An “I Spy” quilt that is all
food fabrics would be another fun idea. Plus,
there are plenty of gifts to make for the
kitchen — aprons, cloth napkins, and
placemats being just a few ideas.

Of course, all this writing about food is
making me hungry... 'm off to make some
lunch!

Connie Stevenson
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Happy Birthday

November

8 Mary Pat Smith
13 Sandy Darlington
19  Joan Markowitz
21  Sheila Brassington
25  Francine Mellott
29  Sharon Berry
December

2 Joan Gunder

3 Ethel Hutchinson
4 Janet Gaboury

5 Ann Palmer

6 Connie Stevenson
12 Dottie Dolgash
19  Becky Weiland

24 Mary Larkin

Programs

November Program

Feeling overwhelmed by your UFOs? This
month’s speaker, Rebecca Fenstermaker of Sugar
and Sand Quilt Company in New Jersey, may have
the solution you've been hoping for. If you have a
collection of Unfinished Objects in your own
personal Area 51, this lecture will inspire you to
think through the whys, whats, and hows of
getting those UFOs organized and finished. Becca
walks you through the UFO Prevention Toolkit,
which includes her own UFO decision-making
flowchart and a project organizer to keep track of
every step of your quilt's journey.

December Program

Our annual Holiday Party — Yay! Debbie Bianco,
our new Program Chair will fill us in on the details
at the November Meeting. I can't wait to see what
she has planned!

Zita Mack

Refreshments for Nov. 18™ Meeting

Sweet Savory
Karen Glasthal Dottie Dolgash Jean Corday
Pat McKee Linda Muzroll Sandy Darlington
Carol Mellom Ann Palmer Christina Fink
Linda Mitchell Sue Fisher

Jennie Spotila
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Guild Meeting Minutes - Oct. 21, 2025

Welcome: Connie Stevenson welcomed all members both present and on Zoom and welcomed one guest.
Announcements: -The refreshment lists were passed around. Please see the Workshop Committee table to fill
out a survey regarding workshops you'd like to see offered.

-Treasurer's Report: Babette Sutherland gave the Treasurer's report. There is a copy on the back table to view.
A sign-up sheet will also be on the back table if you'd like a copy of the Treasurer’'s Report emailed to you.

- Bees: Please see newsletter as most of the Bees are on Zoom.

-Fall Retreat: Venessa Garst reports 13 people will be staying overnight with one or two people coming for the
day. Primrose Quilts will do a surprise Friday night. The Lottery Block retreat winner gets a stack of blocks.
-Spring Retreat: Sue Fisher reports the dates for retreat will be April 9-12t at Blackrock. A non-refundable $50.00
will be due by December 16'™. Check in will be 1:00 PM on Thursday. Check out will be 1:00 PM Sunday. We will
be in the same Oakwood dining room to sew and staying at the Dogwood Motel as last year. Room prices and
sign-up information will be in the newsletter.

Membership: Jean Corday reports she will be reaching out to three members. Then a member list will be sent
out to the Guild. One new member, Carol Fishman, signed up at today’s meeting.

Comfort/Fidget Quilts: Maxine Close reports 30 people attended the Comfort Quilt Workshop on Saturday with
17 quilts turned in. Last month, 31 quilts were turned in for a total of 194. The next Comfort Quilt Zoom will be
held on November 8

Comfort Quilt Drawing: The winner is Dawn Heefner.

Christmas/Holiday Party: Deb Bianco is looking for anyone who can sing or play an instrument to make this a
fun and interactive party. There will also be a "Decorate A Table” contest. The committee is looking for 10-12
tables to be decorated. The members will vote for the best dressed table. Please let Deb know if you are
interested in decorating a table.

Workshops: Anita Bennett reports 22 people attended the Friendship Tea. There will be no workshops in
November or December; however, there will be workshops on Zoom in January and February. Reminder, there
will be a Comfort Quilt workshop as normal on Zoom. Please fill out the survey and if anyone would like to teach
a class, please let the committee know.

50/50 Drawing: Anita Bennett is the winner of the drawing.

Door Prizes: Door prizes were won by Elsa Scherphorn and Linda Mitchell.

Row of Every Other Month: Reminder, November the last row of Every Other Row quilt should be finished with
all finished projects totally done to show in December

UFO Challenge: There were nine members who showed their projects. Number 3 is due next month for the UFO
Challenge.

Program: Eleanor Levie is a quilter from Philadelphia. From 1978 until 2012, she authored, edited, and produced
books such as: Quilt Blocks Go Wild!, Unforgettable Tote Bags, and Skinny Quilts & Table Runners I and II. All
feature Elly’s original designs but also those by the famous quilters you know and love. Elly produced the Rodale’s
Successful Quilting Library series, authored Great Little Quilts, Country Living's Country Quilts. American
Quiltmaking: 1970-2000 is her history book, chock full of pictures of iconic quilts and the stories behind them.
Many of her quilts have been juried in exhibitions through SAQA (Studio Art Quilt Associates) and others. She
continues to teach and lecture about her quilting. Elly shared her love of quilting with us through her lecture: 12
Ways to Rock Your Quilts.

Show and Tell: Twelve members had items to show.

November meeting: November Meeting will be held on November 18, in person and on Zoom. The speaker
Rebecca Fenstermaker’'s program will be regarding UFOs.

The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

A Footlen
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Newsletter Deadline Update

Note — the deadline for submission to the guild newsletter has changed. It
now is the 23 of each month.
Judy Swnooks

Charity Efforts

I would like to thank Nancy Giloley for dropping off quilts at our workshop
on Saturday.

A total of 17 quilts were submitted at our workshop on Saturday and 17
more at our Tuesday night meeting making a total of 231 for the year. The
following is where the 34 quilts will be distributed:

Paoli-6 St. Chris-12 Einstein-11 VA-5

Since we are on Zoom only for January and February, be sure to pick up a
comfort quilt kit at the November or December meeting so you can be
working on them at home. Our next on Zoom will be Saturday, November 8
starting at 9:30.

If you need batting or backing please email me with the size and picture
of the quilt so I can get the right color backing.

Any questions, please let me know,
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Jean Hayden Venessa Garst
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WELCOME BACK, MOLLY LORENZ

Molly moved to Bechtelsville but decided to rejoin our guild. She has been
sewing since childhood enjoying creating sewing projects. While her mother
quilted, Molly taught herself. She likes modern and scrappy quilts. She also likes
to paint, read, and travel. She is a retired art teacher. She has a son, a daughter,
and a granddaughter.

WELCOME MELISSA DEGENHADT

I think we have Melissa’s sister to thank for getting her into quilting. She
accompanied her sister to Quilt Odyssey in Hershey over 12 years ago. Her plan
was to look at some quilts, look at the vendors, and drive to Gettysburg while her
sister took classes. Melissa did buy some 150*" civil war anniversary fabric that is
waiting to become a quilt. Then four years ago she "accidently” bought a
featherweight at a garage sale that needed a lot of parts and work. Since then,
said sister has been pestering her to sew, to join a guild, and to join her on a quilt
cruise which she has nixed. Melissa took a class at AQS and made her first HST.
To quote Melissa, her sewing/quilting background is “none, zero, zilch”. She does
have her first UFO though that is a table runner she began last a year ago. She
actually would love some help just threading her sewing machine. Melissa is a
quilt buyer, not maker having rescued a few quilts at estate sales and bought some
new king size ones for her bed. She loves history and antiques so that is a natural
fit. Her love of history led her to volunteer with a Girl Scout history committee.
Did you know there is a Girl Scout Museum in Valley Forge/Phoenixville? Just ask
Melissa about it.

Row of Every Other Month - 2025

We are on our last row. Please sew your six rows together and bring them
to the November Guild meeting. Our completely finished quilts will be
revealed at the Holiday Party in December. Any questions, please contact
Cathy Fennell.
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The UFO number for November is 3. Please bring your finished UFO to the

November meeting.
Cathy Fennell

Carol Mellom

Meghan Heslin Debbie Bianco Ruth Heslin
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Quilt Shows

November

Celebration of Quilts 2025 - November 7 — 8, 2025. Presented by the Brownstone Quilters Guild at
Eric S. Smith Middle School, 2 Monroe St, Ramsey, NJ. For more info Vvisit
https://brownstonequilters.com/.

Quilting on the Line- November 14-15, 2025. Presented by Quilting on the Line at the Jarrettsville
Volunteer Fire Company's “Jarrettsville Gardens”, 3825 Federal Hill Rd., Jarrettsville, MD. For more info
visit https://quiltingontheline.com/quilt-show-2025/.

Check out the Quilt Show page on our website for upcoming local and national shows.

Shop Hops

21st Eastern PA Shop Hop Berks, Carbon, Chester, Lycoming, Luzerne, Monroe, Montgomery counties
from 10/24/2025 - 11/8/2025. For more info go to https://www.facebook.com/EasternPAShopHop. See
the Details about the Shop Hop at https://www.facebook.com/EasternPAShopHop/about details.
Ohio Amish Country Quilt Shop Hop from 10/27/2025 - 11/01/2025. For more info go to
https://www.facebook.com/ACQSH/.

NJ Shop Hop No Shop Hop in 2025.

Cathy Radelife

The VFHQ Spring Retreat will be April 9-12, 2026 at Black Rock Retreat in
Quarryville, Pa. Registrations are due by December 15, 2025, at the latest. See
signup form (Page 9).

We will once again have the Oakwood Dining Room for our sewing space. Our
sleeping space will be in the Dogwood Motel. Check in time is after 1:00 p.m. on
Thursday and our ending time will be 1:00 p.m. on Sunday. Check out from
sleeping rooms is 10:00 a.m. on the day of departure.

Reservations for all three nights or either Thursday and Friday or Friday and
Saturday nights are available.

Nights Single Room Double Room Triple Room
Th, Fri & Sat $599 $385 $310

(8 meals)

Th & Fri $409 $255 $205

(5 meals)

Fri & Sat $434 $265 $208

(5 meals)

Please contact me with any questions.

Banbarna Haghes
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% Valley Forge Homestead Quilters

Spring Retreat — April 9-April 12, 2026
Blackrock Retreat Center, 1345 Kirkwood Pike, Quarryville PA 17566 (www.blackrockretreat.com)
Coordinator: Barbara Hughes (see directory for email and mailing address)

3 Nights 2people/Rm | (8) Meals Included:
Thursday night April 9 $385.00 pp Thr: D Sat: B-L-D
TO Fri. B-L-D Sun: B

Saturday night April 11, 2026

2 Nights 2people/Rm | (5) Meals Included:

Thursday night April 9 & Friday night April 10 $255.00 pp Thr: D, Fri: B-L-D; Sat: B
OR
Friday night April 4 & Saturday night April 5 $265.00 pp Fri: D, Sat: B-L-D; Sun: B

Timeline December 15,2025 $50 Non-Refundable Deposit due from attendees
January, 2026 Balance Payments (full or partial) Accepted
February 17, 2026 Final payment Due.
No cancellations or refunds after this date!
Unless spot filled by a new registration
Up To March 1, 2025 Will take additions with full payment (if room available)
April 9-April 12 Retreat
Minimum/Maximum 10/24

Final Balance Due Tuesday, February 17, 2026 (check payable to VFHQ)
Balance Payment
Name: Cash (I
eMail: Check 3 Check #

C ) 3 Night Option (Thr April 9 - Sat Apr 11) | L 2 Night Option (Thr April 9 & Fri April 10)
2 Night Option (Fri April 10 & Sat Apr 11)

Requested Roommate(s): (1 Full + 2 Single beds per room)

Commitment Due by Tuesday, December 15, 2025 (check payable to VFHQ)
$50 Non-Refundable Deposit Payment
Name: Cash I
eMail: Check T3 Check #

CJ 3 Night Option (Thr April 9-Sat Apr CJ 2 Night Option (Thr April 9 & Fri April 10)
11) CJ 2 Night Option (Fri April 10 & Sat Apri11)
Requested Roommate(s):

(1 Full + 2 Single beds per room)
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Saturday Sew Along

Date. Nov. 1, 2025

Time: 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM

Place: your home via Zoom
Project: one of your own choosing

Workshops

Zoom Comfort Quilt Workshops

Date: Saturday, Nov. 8, 2025
7ime:9:30 AM to 3:00 PM
Place: your home via Zoom

Zoom Comfort and Fidget Quilt Workshop with Maxine Close and Connie

Stevenson

Date: Saturday, January 24, 2026
Time: 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM

Place: your home via Zoom

| » [

October Corr!for'T and Fidget Quilt and AccuQuilt Workshop

10
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Bees, , Bees!
(A Zoom link will be sent out before each bee.) Mark your calendar!
Evening Bee Afternoon Bee Evening Bee Northern Bee
15t Tuesday Zoom 2" Tuesday Zoom 4t Thursday 5t Tuesday Zoom
7:00 - 9:00 PM 12:30 - 3:30 PM 6:00 - 8:30 PM 6:30 - 9:30 PM
Coordinator — Coordinator - Fairview Church, Coordinator -
Deb Graves Jean Hayden Germantown Pike, Barbara Hughes
Fairview Village, PA
Coordinator - Ruth Heslin
November 4 November 11 No Meeting - Holiday December 30
Sunday | Monday | Tuesday |Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1
Zoom
Saturday Sew
Along
9:30 - 4:00 PM
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Zoom Zoom
Evening Bee Comfort Quilt
7:00 - 9:00 PM Workshop
9:30 - 4:00 PM
9 10 1 12 13 14 15
Zoom
Afternoon Bee
12:30 - 3:30 PM
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Guild Meeting
7:00 PM
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Happy
Thanksgiving
30

11
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Valley Forge Homestead
Quilt Guild

PO Box 62463
King of Prussia, PA 19406

ValleyForgeQuilters@gmail.com

www.valleyforgeaquilters.org

VFHO on Facebook

Monthly Guild Meetings are held on
the Third Tuesday of every month at
7:.00 P.M. at the Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in King of Prussia,
PA

Newsletter Submissions
Send to: Judy Snook
Information for the next newsletter
must be received by the 23 of the
month.

Board of Directors
President

Vice President
Treasurer

Secretary
Membership
Programs
Newsletter Editor

Connie Stevenson
April Hostler
Babette Sutherland
Kayleigh Graff
Jean Corday

Deb Bianco

Judy Snook

Guild Committees and Resources

50:50

AccuQuilt Die Cutter

Bees: Afternoon
Evening
Northern
Thurs Evening

Challenge

Comfort Quilts

Facebook

Historian

Hospitality

Hostess

Library

Member Comfort

Newsletter Publisher
Quilt Show

Refreshments
Retreat/Fall
Retreat/Spring
Set-up
Sunshine
Webmaster
Workshops

Zoom/Technology

Kathie Haney
Lisa Lombardo
Jean Hayden
Deb Graves
Barbara Hughes
Ruth Heslin
Dawn Heefner
Maxine Close
Deb Graves
April Hostler
Jen Fillman
Laura Chaplar
Ruth Heslin
Rosemary Geisler
& Judy Snook
Janet Gaboury
Cathy Fennell &
Deb Graves
Charlene Hagerty
Venessa Garst
Barbara Hughes
Cathy Fennell
Joan Shaw
Cathy Radcliffe
Anita Bennett &
Linda Juzbasich

Deb Graves
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